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WATER CORPORATION — MINNIVALE RESERVOIR — ASBESTOS 
Statement by Minister for Water 

MS M.J. DAVIES (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Water) [2.10 pm]: I would like to provide an update to 
the house on the situation at Minnivale Reservoir in the Shire of Dowerin. First, I would like to express my 
concern for the staff and contractors at the Water Corporation who have been exposed to asbestos at 
Minnivale Reservoir. It is extremely distressing for everyone involved. The information provided to me by the 
Water Corporation is that 138 Water Corporation staff and contractors who entered the site have been potentially 
exposed to white asbestos during an upgrade to Minnivale Reservoir. The exposure occurred between April and 
September 2015 from both fascia panels and sealant used on the reservoir. All staff and contractors who may 
have been exposed have been invited to attend information sessions on what this means, and they and their 
families can also access the Water Corporation’s employee assistance program, which provides individual 
counselling. All workers will be added to the WorkSafe WA asbestos register and employees may choose to also 
be put on the Water Corporation asbestos exposure register. Those who had a higher level of exposure have also 
been offered bi-annual health checks. The Water Corporation has provided a briefing to the relevant unions and 
will continue to update them accordingly. 

A detailed investigation into how this occurred is continuing. This is being overseen by the safety committee of 
the Water Corporation board. Preliminary findings suggest that the Water Corporation’s processes for managing 
asbestos at the reservoir site were not adequate. It appears that the necessary checks for asbestos were not made 
at key stages of the project delivery. WorkSafe has advised that it will review the Water Corporation’s progress 
towards establishing a plan to address asbestos management across the organisation. This feedback is due at the 
end of November and again at the end of January. In the interim, the Water Corporation board has asked for a 
number of processes to be reviewed, including the asbestos register and management processes, as well as 
changing project management and design processes to ensure this does not happen again. 

With regard to where the asbestos was disposed of, the fascia panels containing asbestos were removed from the 
site in skip bins and disposed of in April–May 2015 at the Northam landfill facility. The Northam landfill facility 
is operated for the Shire of Northam by Avon Waste and is licensed to receive asbestos. Discussions indicate that 
the material was buried beneath other waste. The Department of Environment Regulation has been notified and 
will provide feedback to the Water Corporation on this disposal. The dust from grinding the floor, which 
included the sealant, was combined with other dust and disposed of at the Minnivale site. Samples of this 
material will continue to be taken from this site, and if asbestos is detected, it will be listed on the asbestos asset 
register. The Water Corporation is working with DER to confirm the appropriate site classification and will take 
the appropriate action once it is determined whether any of this is applicable. 

I will continue to provide updates to the house as the matter progresses. 
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